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943 Hamilton Mall
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STATE COUNTY TOWN OR VICINITY

Pennsylvania ' Lehigh Allentown

HISTORIC NAME OF STRUCTURE (INCILUOE SOURCE FOR NAME) HABS NO.

Rialto Theater { PA-5340

SECONDARY OR COMMON NAMES OF STRUCTURE

COMPLETE ADDRESS (DESCRIBE LOCATION FOR RURAL SITES)
943 Hamilton Mall, Allentown, PA 18101

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (INCLUOE SOURCE) ARCHITECT(S} (INCLUDE SOURCE)

1918-1921 (Allentown Morning Call) “("i’l‘1gg:’;’;kg’oﬁznEegj‘;]{‘)’wlt"‘

SIGNIFICANCE (ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORICAL, INCLUDE ORIGINAL USE OF STRUCTURE)

Interior decorative features indicative of 1920s theater construction; exterior not signi
ficant due to substantial alteration - always used as theater until closure in 1979 and =
conversion to storage space in 1980. '
STYLE [IF APPROPRIATE)

Not appropriate due to exterior alteration
MATERIAL OF CONSTRUCTION (INCLUDE STRUCTURAL SYSTEMS)

Brick (stucco overlay 1950's)

S

,'éHAPE AND DIMENSIONS OF STRUCTURE (SKETCHED FLOOR PLANS ON SEPARATE PAGES ARE ACCEPTABLE)
L-shaped, 180.17' x 229.98!' S

EXTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE
None

INTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE (DESCRIBE FLOGR PLANS, IF NOT SKETCHED) _
Decorative treatment of walls, ceilings (polychromed plaster). Plans and sections

in field records.

MAJOR ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS WITH DATES

1946-construct lobby; 1948-construct side attachment building; 1949-interior alterations-
(storefront); 1570-partial conversion to offices; 1975-enclose stairwell; 1980-total intes
conversion tc storage space; 198I-new frame and aluminum canopy; 1985-86 (proposed) creat
PRESENT CONDITION AND USE of modern office building.

Poor condition, used as storage space for office equipment.

OTHER INFORMATION AS APPROPRIATE

Severe fire damage April 1946 - interior survived mostly intact erior damaged.  The
theater continue topoperate; however, the area gac:mg %or{'ha‘feﬁtﬁx&tree% was evere’lrg
damaged and never resumed its store use; instead serving as warechouse and storage spac

SOURCES OF INFORMATION (INCLUOING LISTING ON NATIONA! REGISTER, STATE REGISTERS,ETC.)
?‘-‘:City directories, Allentown Morning Call, City permits.
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